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1) Treaty of Paris (February 10, 1763) 

 

     The definitive Treaty of Peace and Friendship between his Britannick Majesty, the 

Most Christian King, and the King of Spain. Concluded at Paris the 10th day of February, 

1763. To which the King of Portugal acceded on the same day. In the Name of the Most 

Holy and Undivided Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. So be it.  

 

Be it known to all those whom it shall, or may, in any manner, belong,  

 

     It has pleased the Most High to diffuse the spirit of union and concord among the 

Princes, whose divisions had spread troubles in the four parts of the world, and to inspire 

them with the inclination to cause the comforts of peace to succeed to the misfortunes of 

a long and bloody war, which having arisen between England and France during the reign 

of the Most Serene and Most Potent Prince, George the Second, by the grace of God, 

King of Great Britain, of glorious memory, continued under the reign of the Most Serene 

and Most Potent Prince, George the Third, his successor, and, in its progress, 

communicated itself to Spain and Portugal: Consequently, the Most Serene and Most 

Potent Prince, George the Third, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and 

Ireland, Duke of Brunswick and Lunenbourg, Arch Treasurer and Elector of the Holy 

Roman Empire; the Most Serene and Most Potent Prince, Lewis the Fifteenth, by the 

grace of God, Most Christian King; and the Most Serene and Most Potent Prince, Charles 

the Third, by the grace of God, King of Spain and of the Indies, after having laid the 

foundations of peace in the preliminaries signed at Fontainebleau the third of November 

last; and the Most Serene and Most Potent Prince, Don Joseph the First, by the grace of 

God, King of Portugal and of the Algarves, after having acceded thereto, determined to 

compleat, without delay, this great and important work. For this purpose, the high 

contracting parties have named and appointed their respective Ambassadors Extra-

ordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary, viz. his Sacred Majesty the King of Great Britain, 

the Most Illustrious and Most Excellent Lord, John Duke and Earl of Bedford, Marquis of 

Tavistock, &c. his Minister of State, Lieutenant General of his Armies, Keeper of his 

Privy Seal, Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, and his Ambassador Extra-

ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to his Most Christian Majesty; his Sacred Majesty 

the Most Christian King, the Most Illustrious and Most Excellent Lord, Cæsar Gabriel de 

Choiseul, Duke of Praslin, Peer of France, Knight of his Orders, Lieutenant General of 

his Armies and of the province of Britanny, Counsellor of all his Counsils, and Minister 

and Secretary of State, and of his Commands and Finances: his Sacred Majesty the 

Catholick King, the Most Illustrious and Most Excellent Lord, Don Jerome Grimaldi, 

Marquis de Grimaldi, Knight of the Most Christian King's Orders, Gentleman of his 

Catholick Majesty's Bedchamber in Employment, and his Ambassador Extraordinary to 

his Most Christian Majesty; his Sacred Majesty the Most Faithful King, the Most 

Illustrious and Most Excellent Lord, Martin de Mello and Castro, Knight professed of the 

Order of Christ, of his Most Faithful Majesty's Council, and his Ambassador and Minister 

Plenipotentiary to his Most Christian Majesty.  
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Who, after having duly communicated to each other their full powers, in good form, 

copies whereof are transcribed at the end of the present treaty of peace, have agreed upon 

the articles, the tenor of which is as follows:  

 

Article I. There shall be a Christian, universal, and perpetual peace, as well by sea as by 

land, and a sincere and constant friendship shall be re established between their 

Britannick, Most Christian, Catholick, and Most Faithful Majesties, and between their 

heirs and successors, kingdoms, dominions, provinces, countries, subjects, and vassals, of 

what quality or condition soever they be, without exception of places or of persons: …  

 

Article II. … 

 

Article III. … 

 

Article IV. His Most Christian Majesty renounces all pretensions which he has heretofore 

formed or might have formed to Nova Scotia or Acadia in all its parts, and guaranties the 

whole of it, and with all its dependencies, to the King of Great Britain: Moreover, his 

Most Christian Majesty cedes and guaranties to his said Britannick Majesty, in full right, 

Canada, with all its dependencies, as well as the island of Cape Breton, and all the other 

islands and coasts in the gulph and river of St. Lawrence, and in general, every thing that 

depends on the said countries, lands, islands, and coasts, with the sovereignty, property, 

possession, and all rights acquired by treaty, or otherwise, which the Most Christian King 

and the Crown of France have had till now over the said countries, lands, islands, places, 

coasts, and their inhabitants, so that the Most Christian King cedes and makes over the 

whole to the said King, and to the Crown of Great Britain, and that in the most ample 

manner and form, without restriction, and without any liberty to depart from the said 

cession and guaranty under any pretence, or to disturb Great Britain in the possessions 

above mentioned. His Britannick Majesty, on his side, agrees to grant the liberty of the 

Catholick religion to the inhabitants of Canada: he will, in consequence, give the most 

precise and most effectual orders, that his new Roman Catholic subjects may profess the 

worship of their religion according to the rites of the Romish church, as far as the laws of 

Great Britain permit. His Britannick Majesty farther agrees, that the French inhabitants, 

or others who had been subjects of the Most Christian King in Canada, may retire with all 

safety and freedom wherever they shall think proper, and may sell their estates, provided 

it be to the subjects of his Britannick Majesty, and bring away their effects as well as 

their persons, without being restrained in their emigration, under any pretence 

whatsoever, except that of debts or of criminal prosecutions: The term limited for this 

emigration shall be fixed to the space of eighteen months, to be computed from the day of 

the exchange of the ratification of the present treaty.  

 

Article V. The subjects of France shall have the liberty of fishing and drying on a part of 

the coasts of the island of Newfoundland, …  and his Britannick Majesty consents to 

leave to the subjects of the Most Christian King the liberty of fishing in the gulph of St. 

Lawrence, on condition that the subjects of France do not exercise the said fishery but at 

the distance of three leagues from all the coasts belonging to Great Britain, as well those 

of the continent as those of the islands situated in the said gulph of St. Lawrence. And as 

to what relates to the fishery on the coasts of the island of Cape Breton, out of the said 
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gulph, the subjects of the Most Christian King shall not be permitted to exercise the said 

fishery but at the distance of fifteen leagues from the coasts of the island of Cape Breton; 

and the fishery on the coasts of Nova Scotia or Acadia, and every where else out of the 

said gulph, shall remain on the foot of former treaties.  

 

Article VI. The King of Great Britain cedes the islands of St. Pierre and Macquelon, in 

full right, to his Most Christian Majesty, to serve as a shelter to the French fishermen; and 

his said Most Christian Majesty engages not to fortify the said islands; to erect no 

buildings upon them but merely for the conveniency of the fishery; and to keep upon 

them a guard of fifty men only for the police.  

 

Article VII. In order to reestablish peace on solid and durable foundations, and to remove 

for ever all subject of dispute with regard to the limits of the British and French territories 

on the continent of America; it is agreed that for the future, the confines between the 

dominions of his Britannick Majesty and those of his Most Christian Majesty, in that part 

of the world, shall be fixed irrevocably by a line drawn along the middle of the River 

Mississippi, from its source to the river Iberville, and from thence, by a line drawn along 

the middle of this river, and the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the sea; and for this 

purpose, the Most Christian King cedes in full right, and guaranties to his Britannick 

Majesty the river and port of the Mobile, and every thing which he possesses, or ought to 

possess, on the left side of the river Mississippi, except the town of New Orleans and the 

island in which it is situated, which shall remain to France, provided that the navigation 

of the river Mississippi shall be equally free, as well to the subjects of Great Britain as to 

those of France, in its whole breadth and length, from its source to the sea, and expressly 

that part which is between the said island of New Orleans and the right bank of that river, 

as well as the passage both in and out of its mouth: It is farther stipulated, that the vessels 

belonging to the subjects of either nation shall not be stopped, visited, or subjected to the 

payment of any duty whatsoever. The stipulations inserted in the IVth article, in favour of 

the inhabitants of Canada shall also take place with regard to the inhabitants of the 

countries ceded by this article.  

 

Article VIII. The King of Great Britain shall restore to France the islands of Guadeloupe, 

of Marie Galante, of Desirade, of Martinico, and of Belleisle; and the fortresses of these 

islands shall be restored in the same condition they were in when they were conquered by 

the British arms, provided that his Britannick Majesty's subjects, who shall have settled in 

the said islands, or those who shall have any commercial affairs to settle there or in other 

places restored to France by the present treaty, shall have liberty to sell their lands and 

their estates, to settle their affairs, to recover their debts, and to bring away their effects 

as well as their persons, on board vessels, which they shall be permitted to send to the 

said islands and other places restored as above, and which shall serve for this use only, 

without being restrained on account of their religion, or under any other pretence 

whatsoever, except that of debts or of criminal prosecutions: and for this purpose, the 

term of eighteen months is allowed to his Britannick Majesty's subjects, to be computed 

from the day of the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty; but, as the liberty 

granted to his Britannick Majesty's subjects, to bring away their persons and their effects, 

in vessels of their nation, may be liable to abuses if precautions were not taken to prevent 

them; it has been expressly agreed between his Britannick Majesty and his Most 



4 

 

Christian Majesty, that the number of English vessels which have leave to go to the said 

islands and places restored to France, shall be limited, as well as the number of tons of 

each one; that they shall go in ballast; shall set sail at a fixed time; and shall make one 

voyage only; all the effects belonging to the English being to be embarked at the same 

time. It has been farther agreed, that his Most Christian Majesty shall cause the necessary 

passports to be given to the said vessels; that, for the greater security, it shall be allowed 

to place two French clerks or guards in each of the said vessels, which shall be visited in 

the landing places and ports of the said islands and places restored to France, and that the 

merchandize which shall be found therein shall be confiscated.  

 

Article IX. The Most Christian King cedes and guaranties to his Britannick Majesty, in 

full right, the islands of Grenada, and the Grenadines, with the same stipulations in favor 

of the inhabitants of this colony, inserted in the Ivth article for those of Canada: And the 

partition of the islands called neutral, is agreed and fixed, so that those of St. Vincent, 

Dominico, and Tobago, shall remain in full right to Great Britain, and that of St. Lucia 

shall be delivered to France, to enjoy the same likewise in full right, and the high 

contracting parties guaranty the partition so stipulated. 

 

Article X. His Britannick Majesty shall restore to France the island of Goree in the 

condition it was in when conquered: and his Most Christian Majesty cedes, in full right, 

and guaranties to the King of Great Britain the river Senegal, with the forts and factories 

of St. Lewis, Podor, and Galam, and with all the rights and dependencies of the said river 

Senegal.  

 

Article XI. In the East Indies Great Britain shall restore to France, in the condition they 

are now in, the different factories which that Crown possessed, as well as on the coast of 

Coromandel and Orixa as on that of Malabar, as also in Bengal, at the beginning of the 

year 1749. And his Most Christian Majesty renounces all pretension to the acquisitions 

which he has made on the coast of Coromandel and Orixa since the said beginning of the 

year 1749. His Most Christian Majesty shall restore, on his side, all that he may have 

conquered from Great Britain in the East Indies during the present war; and will 

expressly cause Nattal and Tapanoully, in the island of Sumatra, to be restored; he 

engages farther, not to erect fortifications, or to keep troops in any part of the dominions 

of the Subah of Bengal. And in order to preserve future peace on the coast of Coromandel 

and Orixa, the English and French shall acknowledge Mahomet Ally Khan for lawful 

Nabob of the Carnatick, and Salabat Jing for lawful Subah of the Decan; and both parties 

shall renounce all demands and pretensions of satisfaction with which they might charge 

each other, or their Indian allies, for the depredations or pillage committed on the one 

side or on the other during the war.  

 

Article XII. The island of Minorca shall be restored to his Britannick Majesty, as well as 

Fort St. Philip, in the same condition they were in when conquered by the arms of the 

Most Christian King; and with the artillery which was there when the said island and the 

said fort were taken.  

 

Article XIII. …  
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Article XIV. … 

 

Article XV. … 

 

Article XVI. … 

 

Article XVII. …  

 

Article XVIII. ...  

 

Article XIX. The King of Great Britain shall restore to Spain all the territory which he 

has conquered in the island of Cuba, with the fortress of the Havannah; and this fortress, 

as well as all the other fortresses of the said island, shall be restored in the same condition 

they were in when conquered by his Britannick Majesty's arms, provided that his 

Britannick Majesty's subjects who shall have settled in the said island, restored to Spain 

by the present treaty, or those who shall have any commercial affairs to settle there, shall 

have liberty to sell their lands and their estates, to settle their affairs, recover their debts, 

and to bring away their effects, as well as their persons, on board vessels which they shall 

be permitted to send to the said island restored as above, and which shall serve for that 

use only, without being restrained on account of their religion, or under any other 

pretence whatsoever, except that of debts or of criminal prosecutions: And for this 

purpose, the term of eighteen months is allowed to his Britannick Majesty's subjects, to 

be computed from the day of the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty: but as 

the liberty granted to his Britannick Majesty's subjects, to bring away their persons and 

their effects, in vessels of their nation, may be liable to abuses if precautions were not 

taken to prevent them; it has been expressly agreed between his Britannick Majesty and 

his Catholick Majesty, that the number of English vessels which shall have leave to go to 

the said island restored to Spain shall be limited, as well as the number of tons of each 

one; that they shall go in ballast; shall set sail at a fixed time; and shall make one voyage 

only; all the effects belonging to the English being to be embarked at the same time: it 

has been farther agreed, that his Catholick Majesty shall cause the necessary passports to 

be given to the said vessels; that for the greater security, it shall be allowed to place two 

Spanish clerks or guards in each of the said vessels, which shall be visited in the landing 

places and ports of the said island restored to Spain, and that the merchandize which shall 

be found therein shall be confiscated.  

 

Article XX. In consequence of the restitution stipulated in the preceding article, his 

Catholick Majesty cedes and guaranties, in full right, to his Britannick Majesty, Florida, 

with Fort St. Augustin, and the Bay of Pensacola, as well as all that Spain possesses on 

the continent of North America, to the East or to the South East of the river Mississippi. 

And, in general, every thing that depends on the said countries and lands, with the 

sovereignty, property, possession, and all rights, acquired by treaties or otherwise, which 

the Catholick King and the Crown of Spain have had till now over the said countries, 

lands, places, and their inhabitants; so that the Catholick King cedes and makes over the 

whole to the said King and to the Crown of Great Britain, and that in the most ample 

manner and form. His Britannick Majesty agrees, on his side, to grant to the inhabitants 

of the countries above ceded, the liberty of the Catholick religion; he will, consequently, 



6 

 

give the most express and the most effectual orders that his new Roman Catholic subjects 

may profess the worship of their religion according to the rites of the Romish church, as 

far as the laws of Great Britain permit. His Britannick Majesty farther agrees, that the 

Spanish inhabitants, or others who had been subjects of the Catholick King in the said 

countries, may retire, with all safety and freedom, wherever they think proper; and may 

sell their estates, provided it be to his Britannick Majesty's subjects, and bring away their 

effects, as well as their persons. Without being restrained in their emigration, under any 

pretence whatsoever, except that of debts, or of criminal prosecutions: the term limited 

for this emigration being fixed to the space of eighteen months, to be computed from the 

day of the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty. It is moreover stipulated, 

that his Catholick Majesty shall have power to cause all the effects that may belong to 

him, to be brought away, whether it be artillery or other things.  

 

Article XXI. The French and Spanish troops shall evacuate all the territories, lands, 

towns, places, and castles, of his Most faithful Majesty in Europe, without any reserve, 

which shall have been conquered by the armies of France and Spain, and shall restore 

them in the same condition they were in when conquered, with the same artillery and 

ammunition, which were found there: And with regard to the Portuguese Colonies in 

America, Africa, or in the East Indies, if any change shall have happened there, all 

things shall be restored on the same footing they were in, and conformably to the 

preceding treaties which subsisted between the Courts of France, Spain, and Portugal, 

before the present war.  

 

Article XXII. All the papers, letters, documents, and archives, which were found in the 

countries, territories, towns and places that are restored, and those belonging to the 

countries ceded, shall be, respectively and bonâ fide, delivered, or furnished at the same 

time, if possible, that possession is taken, or, at latest, four months after the exchange of 

the ratifications of the present treaty, in whatever places the said papers or documents 

may be found.  

 

Article XXIII. All the countries and territories, which may have been conquered, in what-

soever part of the world, by the arms of their Britannick and Most Faithful Majesties, as 

well as by those of their Most Christian and Catholick Majesties, which are not included 

in the present treaty, either under the title of cessions, or under the title of restitutions, 

shall be restored without difficulty, and without requiring any compensations.  

 

Article XXIV. As it is necessary to assign a fixed epoch for the restitutions and the 

evacuations, to be made by each of the high contracting parties, it is agreed, that the 

British and French troops shall compleat, before the 15th of March next, all that shall 

remain to be executed of the XIIth and XIIIth articles of the preliminaries, signed the 3d 

day of November last, with regard to the evacuation to be made in the Empire, or else-

where. The island of Belleisle shall be evacuated six weeks after the exchange of the 

ratifications of the present treaty, or sooner if it can be done. Guadeloupe, Desirade, 

Mariegalante Martinico, and St. Lucia three months after the exchange of the ratifications 

of the present treaty, or sooner if it can be done. Great Britain shall likewise, at the end of 

three months after the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty, or sooner if it 

can be done, enter into possession of the river and port of the Mobile, and of all that is to 
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form the limits of the territory of Great Britain, on the side of the river Mississippi, as 

they are specified in the VIIth article. The island of Goree shall be evacuated by Great 

Britain, three months after the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty; and the 

island of Minorca by France, at the same epoch, or sooner if it can be done: And 

according to the conditions of the Vith article, France shall likewise enter into possession 

of the islands of St Peter, and of Miquelon, at the end of three months after the exchange  

of the ratifications of the present treaty. The Factories in the East Indies shall be restored 

six months after the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty, or sooner if it can 

be done. The fortress of the Havannah, with all that has been conquered in the island of 

Cuba, shall be restored three months after the exchange of the ratifications of the present 

treaty, or sooner if it can be done: And, at the same time, Great Britain shall enter into 

possession of the country ceded by Spain according to the XXth article. All the places 

and countries of his most Faithful Majesty, in Europe, shall be restored immediately after 

the exchange of the ratification of the present treaty: And the Portuguese colonies, which 

may have been conquered, shall be restored in the space of three months in the West 

Indies, and of six months in the East Indies, after the exchange of the ratifications of the 

present treaty, or sooner if it can be done. All the fortresses, the restitution whereof is 

stipulated above, shall be restored with the artillery and ammunition, which were found 

there at the time of the conquest. In consequence whereof, the necessary orders shall be 

sent by each of the high contracting parties, with reciprocal passports for the ships that 

shall carry them, immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty.  

 

Article XXV. His Britannick Majesty, as Elector of Brunswick Lunenbourg, as well for 

himself as for his heirs and successors, and all the dominions and possessions of his said 

Majesty in Germany, are included and guarantied by the present treaty of peace.  

 

Article XXVI. Their sacred Britannick, Most Christian, Catholick, and Most Faithful 

Majesties, promise to observe sincerely and bonâ fide, all the articles contained and 

settled in the present treaty; and they will not suffer the same to be infringed, directly or 

indirectly, by their respective subjects; and the said high contracting parties, generally 

and reciprocally, guaranty to each other all the stipulations of the present treaty.  

 

Article XXVII. The solemn ratifications of the present treaty, expedited in good and due 

form, shall be exchanged in this city of Paris, between the high contracting parties, in the 

space of a month, or sooner if possible, to be computed from the day of the signature of 

the present treaty.  

 

In witness whereof, we the underwritten their Ambassadors Extraordinary, and Ministers 

Plenipotentiary, have signed with our hand, in their name, and in virtue of our full 

powers, have signed the present definitive treaty, and have caused the seal of our arms to 

be put thereto. Done at Paris the tenth day of February,1763.  

 

Bedford, C.P.S. Choiseul, Duc de Praslin. El Marq. De Grimaldi.  

 

(L.S.) (L.S.) (L.S.)  
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     The English version of the Treaty of 1763 is reprinted as found in Charles Jenkinson, A 

Collection of all the Treaties of Peace, Alliance, and Commerce, Between GreatBritain 

and other Powers. From the Treaty signed at Munster in 1648, to the Treaties signed at 

Paris in 1783. By the Right Hon. Charles Jenkinson. In three Volumes. The Treaty of 1763 

in volume 3, pp. 177197. 

 

 

 

2)  Treaty of Alliance between France and the United States (February 6, 1778) 

 

 

     The most Christian King and the United States of North America, to wit, New 

Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhodes island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 

Georgia, having this Day concluded a Treaty of amity and Commerce, for the reciprocal 

advantage of their Subjects and Citizens have thought it necessary to take into 

consideration the means of strengthening those engagements and of rendring them useful 

to the safety and tranquility of the two parties, particularly in case Great Britain in 

Resentment of that connection and of the good correspondence which is the object of the 

said Treaty, should break the Peace with France, either by direct hostilities, or by 

hindring her commerce and navigation, in a manner contrary to the Rights of Nations, 

and the Peace subsisting between the two Crowns; and his Majesty and the said united 

States having resolved in that Case to join their Councils and efforts against the 

Enterprises of their common Enemy, the respective Plenipotentiaries, impower'd to 

concert the Clauses & conditions proper to fulfil the said Intentions, have, after the most 

mature Deliberation, concluded and determined on the following Articles.  

 

   ARTICLE 1 

 

      If War should break out between France and Great Britain, during the continuance of 

the present War between the United States and England, his Majesty and the said united 

States, shall make it a common cause, and aid each other mutually with their good 

Offices, their Counsels, and their forces, according to the exigence of Conjunctures as 

becomes good & faithful Allies.  

 

   ARTICLE 2 

 

      The essential and direct End of the present defensive alliance is to maintain 

effectually the liberty, Sovereignty, and independence absolute and unlimited of the said 

united States, as well in Matters of Gouvernment as of commerce.  

 

   ARTICLE 3 

 

      The two contracting Parties shall each on its own Part, and in the manner it may judge 

most proper, make all the efforts in its Power, against their common Ennemy, in order to 

attain the end proposed.  
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   ARTICLE  4 

 

      The contracting Parties agree that in case either of them should form any particular 

Enterprise in which the concurrence of the other may be desired, the Party whose 

concurrence is desired shall readily, and with good faith, join to act in concert for that 

Purpose, as far as circumstances and its own particular Situation will permit; and in that 

case, they shall regulate by a particular Convention the quantity and kind of Succour to 

be furnished, and the Time and manner of its being brought into action, as well as the 

advantages which are to be its Compensation.  

 

   ARTICLE 5 

 

      If the united States should think fit to attempt the Reduction of the British Power 

remaining in the Northern Parts of America, or the Islands of Bermudas, those Countries 

or Islands in case of Success, shall be confederated with or dependent upon the said 

united States.  

 

   ARTICLE 6 

 

      The Most Christian King renounces for ever the possession of the Islands of 

Bermudas as well as of any part of the continent of North america which before the treaty 

of Paris in 1763. Or in virtue of that Treaty, were acknowledged to belong to the Crown 

of Great Britain, or to the united States heretofore called British Colonies, or which are at 

this Time or have lately been under the Power of The King and Crown of Great Britain.  

 

   ARTICLE 7 

 

      If his Most Christian Majesty shall think proper to attack any of the Islands situated in 

the Gulph of Mexico, or near that Gulph, which are at present under the Power of Great 

Britain, all the said Isles, in case of success, shall appertain to the Crown of France.  

 

   ARTICLE 8 

 

      Neither of the two Parties shall conclude either Truce or Peace with Great Britain, 

without the formal consent of the other first obtain'd; and they mutually engage not to lay 

down their arms, until the Independence of the united states shall have been formally or 

tacitly assured by the Treaty or Treaties that shall terminate the War.  

 

   ARTICLE 9 

 

      The contracting Parties declare, that being resolved to fulfil each on its own Part the 

clauses and conditions of the present Treaty of alliance, according to its own power and 

circumstances, there shall be no after claim of compensation on one side or the other 

whatever may be the event of the War.  
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   ARTICLE 10 

 

      The Most Christian King and the United states, agree to invite or admit other Powers 

who may have received injuries from England to make common cause with them, and to 

accede to the present alliance, under such conditions as shall be freely agreed to and 

settled between all the Parties.  

 

   ARTICLE 11 

 

      The two Parties guarantee mutually from the present time and forever, against all 

other powers, to wit, the united states to his most Christian Majesty the present 

Possessions of the Crown of France in America as well as those which it may acquire by 

the future Treaty of peace: and his most Christian Majesty guarantees on his part to the 

united states, their liberty, Sovereignty, and Independence absolute, and unlimited, as 

well in Matters of Government as commerce and also their Possessions, and the additions 

or conquests that their Confederation may obtain during the war, from any of the 

Dominions now or heretofore possessed by Great Britain in North America, conformable 

to the 5th & 6th articles above written, the whole as their Possessions shall be fixed and 

assured to the said States at the moment of the cessation of their present War with 

England.  

 

   ARTICLE 12 

 

      In order to fix more precisely the sense and application of the preceding article, the 

Contracting Parties declare, that in case of rupture between France and England, the 

reciprocal Guarantee declared in the said article shall have its full force and effect the 

moment such War shall break out and if such rupture shall not take place, the mutual 

obligations of the said guarantee shall not commence, until the moment of the cessation 

of the present War between the united states and England shall have ascertained the 

Possessions.  

 

   ARTICLE 13 

 

      The present Treaty shall be ratified on both sides and the Ratifications shall be 

exchanged in the space of six months, sooner if possible.  

 

      In faith where of the respective Plenipotentiaries, to wit on the part of the most 

Christian King Conrad Alexander Gerard royal syndic of the City of Strasbourgh & 

Secretary of his majestys Council of State and on the part of the United States Benjamin 

Franklin Deputy to the General Congress from the State of Pensylvania and President of 

the Convention of the same state, Silas Deane heretofore Deputy from the State of 

Connecticut & Arthur Lee Councellor at Law have signed the above Articles both in the 

French and English Languages declaring Nevertheless that the present Treaty was 

originally composed and concluded in the French Language, and they have hereunto 

affixed their Seals  
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      Done at Paris, this sixth Day of February, one thousand seven hundred and seventy 

eight.  

 

   C. A. GERARD 

 

   B FRANKLIN  

   SILAS DEANE 

   ARTHUR LEE  

 

 

Source: Treaties and Other International Acts of the United States of America. Edited by 

Hunter Miller, Vol. 2, Documents 1-40: 1776-1818 (Washington, DC, 1931), pp. 3 - 27. 

 

 

3)     Act Separate and Secret (February 6, 1778) 

 

 

      The most Christian King declares in consequence of the intimate union which subsists 

between him and the King of Spain, that in concluding with the united states of America 

this Treaty of amity and commerce, and that of eventual and defensive alliance, his 

Majesty hath intended and intends to reserve expressly, as he reserves by this present 

separate and secret act, to his said Catholick Majesty, the Power of acceding to the said 

Treatys, and to participate in their stipulations at such time as he shall judge proper. 

 

     It being well understood nevertheless, that if any of the Stipulations of the said Treatys 

are not agreeable to the King of Spain, his Catholick Majesty may propose other 

conditions analogous to the principal aim of the alliance and conformable to the Rules of 

equality, reciprocity & friendship.  

 

      The Deputies of the united states in the name of their constituents, accept the present 

Declaration in its full extent and the Deputy of the said states who is fully impower'd to 

treat with Spain, promises to sign on the first Requisition of his Catholic Majesty, the act 

or acts necessary to communicate to him the Stipulations of the Treaties above written; 

and the said Deputy shall endeavour in good faith the adjustment of the points in which 

the King of Spain may propose any alteration, conformable to the principles of equality, 

reciprocity and the most sincere and perfect amity; he the said Deputy not doubting but 

that the Person or Persons impower'd by his Catholic Majesty to treat with the United 

States will do the same with regard to any Alterations of the same kind that may be 

thought necessary by the said Plenipotentiary of the United States. In Faith whereof the 

respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the present separate and secret Article, and 

affixed to the same their Seals.  

 

      Done at Paris, this sixth Day of February, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-

eight.  

 

 

   C. A. GERARD 
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   B FRANKLIN 

   SILAS DEANE 

   ARTHUR LEE  

 

 

Source: Treaties and Other International Acts of the United States of America. Edited by 

Hunter Miller, Vol. 2, Documents 1-40: 1776-1818 (Washington, DC, 1931), pp. 29-34.  . 

 

 

1) Preliminaries of Peace (November 30, 1782) 

 

 

     Articles agreed upon, by and between Richard Oswald Esquire, the Commissioner of 

his Britannic Majesty, for treating of Peace with the Commissioners of the United States 

of America, in behalf of his said Majesty, on the one part; and John Adams, Benjamin 

Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, four of the Commissioners of the said States, for 

treating of Peace with the Commissioner of his said Majesty, on their Behalf, on the other 

part. To be inserted in, and to constitute the Treaty of Peace proposed to be concluded, 

between the Crown of Great Britain, and the said United States; but which Treaty is not 

to be concluded, untill Terms of a Peace shall be agreed upon, between Great Britain and 

France; and his Britannic Majesty shall be ready to conclude such Treaty accordingly. 

 

     Whereas reciprocal Advantages, and mutual Convenience are found by Experience, to 

form the only permanent foundation of Peace and Friendship between States; It is agreed 

to form the Articles of the proposed Treaty, on such Principles of liberal Equity, and 

Reciprocity, as that partial Advantages, (those Seeds of Discord!) being excluded, such a 

beneficial and satisfactory Intercourse between the two Countries, may be establish'd, as 

to promise and secure to both perpetual 

 

 

ARTICLE 1st 

 

His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, Viz New Hampshire, 

Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, 

New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 

Carolina and Georgia, to be free Sovereign and independent States; That he treats with 

them as such; And for himself, his Heirs and Successors, relinquishes all Claims to the 

Government, Propriety, and territorial Rights of the same, and every part thereof; and that 

all Disputes which might arise in future, on the Subject of the Boundaries of the said 

United States, may be prevented, It is hereby agreed and declared that the following are, 

and shall be their Boundaries Viz 

 

ARTICLE 2nd 

 

From the north west Angle of Nova Scotia, Viz that Angle which is form'd by a Line 

drawn due north, from the Source of St. Croix River to the Highlands, along the said 
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Highlands which divide those Rivers that empty themselves into the River St Laurence, 

from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to the northwesternmost Head of 

Connecticut River; thence down along the middle of that River to the 45th Degree of 

North Latitude; from thence by a Line due West on said Latitude, untill it strikes the 

River Iroquois, or Cataraquy; thence along the middle of said River into Lake Ontario; 

through the middle of said Lake, untill it strikes the Communication by Water between 

that Lake and Lake Erie; thence along the middle of said Communication into Lake Erie, 

through the middle of said Lake, until it arrives at the Water Communication between 

that Lake and Lake Huron; thence along the middle of said water communication into the 

Lake Huron; thence through the middle of said Lake to the Water Communication 

between that Lake and Lake Superior; thence through Lake Superior northward of the 

Isles Royal & Phelipeaux, to the Long Lake; thence through the middle of said Long 

Lake, and the water Communication between it and the Lake of the Woods, to the said 

Lake of the Woods, thence through the said Lake to the most Northwestern point thereof, 

and from thence on a due west Course to the River Missisippi; thence by a Line to be 

drawn along the middle of the said River Missisippi, untill it shall intersect the northern-

most part of the 31st Degree of North Latitude. South, by a Line to be drawn due East, 

from the Determination of the Line last mentioned, in the Latitude of 31 Degrees North 

of the Equator, to the middle of the River Apalachicola or Catahouche; thence along the 

middle thereof, to its junction with the Flint River; thence strait to the Head of St. Mary's 

River, and thence down along the middle of St. Mary's River to the Atlantic Ocean. East, 

by a Line to be drawn along the middle of the River St Croix, from its Mouth in the Bay 

of Fundy to its Source; and from its Source directly North, to the aforesaid Highlands 

which divide the Rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean, from those which fall into the 

River Se Laurence; comprehending all Islands within twenty Leagues of any part of the 

Shores of the united States, and lying between Lines to be drawn due East from the points 

where the aforesaid Boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one part and East Florida on 

the other shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic Ocean; excepting 

such Islands as now are, or heretofore have been within the Limits of the said Province of 

Nova Scotia. 

 

ARTICLE 3d 

 

It is agreed, that the People of the United States shall continue to enjoy unmolested the 

Right to take Fish of every kind on the Grand Bank, and on all the other Banks of 

Newfoundland; Also in the Gulph of St Laurence, and at all other Places in the Sea where 

the Inhabitants of both Countries used at any time heretofore to fish. And also that the 

Inhabitants of the united States shall have Liberty to take Fish of every kind on such part 

of the Coast of Newfoundland, as British Fishermen shall use, (but not to dry or cure the 

same on that Island,) and also on the Coasts, Bays, and Creeks of all other of his 

Britannic Majesty's Dominions in America, and that the American Fishermen shall have 

Liberty to dry and cure Fish in any of the unsettled Bays Harbours and Creeks of Nova 

Scotia, Magdalen Islands, and Labrador, so long as the same shall remain unsettled; but 

so soon as the same or either of them shall be settled, it shall not be lawful for the said 

Fishermen to dry or cure Fish at such Settlement, without a previous Agreement for that 

purpose with the Inhabitants Proprietors or Possessors of the Ground. 
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ARTICLE 4th 

 

It is agreed that Creditors on either side, shall meet with no lawful Impediment to the 

Recovery of the full value in Sterling Money of all bond fide Debts heretofore contracted. 

 

ARTICLE 5th 

 

It is agreed that the Congress shall earnestly recommend it to the Legislatures of the 

respective States, to provide for the Restitution of all Estates, Rights, and Properties 

which have been confiscated, belonging to real British Subjects; and also of the Estates 

Rights and Properties of Persons resident in Districts in the Possession of his Majesty's 

Arms; and who have not borne Arms against the said United States: And that Persons of 

any other Description shall have free Liberty to go to any part or parts of any of the 

thirteen United States, and therein to remain twelve months unmolested in their 

Endeavours to obtain the Restitution of such of their Estates, Rights and Properties as 

may have been confiscated; And that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the 

several States a Reconsideration and Revision of all Acts or laws regarding the premises, 

so as to render the said Laws or Acts perfectly consistent not only with Justice and 

Equity, but with that spirit of Conciliation which on the Return of the Blessings of Peace 

should universaly prevail. And that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the 

several States, that the Estates Rights and Properties of such last mention'd Persons shall 

be restored to them; they refunding to any Persons who may be now in Possession the 

bond fide Price, (where any has been given,) which such Persons may have paid 

on purchasing any of the said Lands, Rights, or Properties since the Confiscation. 

 

And it is agreed that all Persons who have any Interest in confiscated Lands, either by 

Debts, Marriage Settlements or otherwise, shall meet with no lawful Impediment in the 

prosecution of their just Rights. 

 

ARTICLE 6th 

 

That there shall be no future Confiscations made, nor any prosecutions commenced 

against any Person or Persons, for or by reason of the Part which he or they may have 

taken in the present War, and that no person shall on that account suffer any future Loss 

or Damage either in his Person, Liberty or Property; and that those who may be in 

confinement on such charges, at the time of the Ratification of the Treaty in America, 

shall be immediately set at Liberty, and the Prosecutions so commenced be discontinued. 

 

ARTICLE 7th 

 

There shall be a firm and perpetual Peace, between his Britannic Majesty and the said 

States, and between the Subjects of the one and the Citizens of the other, Wherefore all 

Hostilities both by Sea and Land shall then immediately cease: All Prisoners on both 

sides shall be set at Liberty, & his Britannic Majesty shall, with all convenient speed, & 

without causing any Destruction or carrying away any Negroes, or other Property of the 

American Inhabitants withdraw all his Armies Garrisons and Fleets from the said United 

States, and from every Port, Place, and Harbour within the same; leaving in all 
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Fortifications the American Artillery that may be therein: And shall also order and cause 

all Archives, Records, Deeds and Papers belonging to any of the said States, or their 

Citizens, which in the Course of the War may have fallen into the hands of his Officers to 

be forthwith restored and delivered to the proper states and persons to whom they belong. 

 

ARTICLE 8th 

 

The Navigation of the River Mississippi from its Source to the Ocean, shall for ever 

remain free and open to the Subjects of Great Britain and the Citizens of the United 

States. 

 

ARTICLE 9th 

 

In case it should so happen that any Place or Territory belonging to Great Britain, or to 

the United States, should be conquered by the Arms of either, from the other, before the 

Arrival of these Articles in America, It is agreed that the same shall be restored, without 

Difficulty, and without requiring any Compensation. 

 

Done at Paris, the thirtieth day of November, in the year One thousand Seven hundred 

Eighty Two 

 

 

RICHARD OSWALD [Seal] 

JOHN ADAMS. [Seal] 

B FRANKLIN [Seal] 

JOHN JAY [Seal] 

HENRY LAURENS. [Seal] 

 

 

[On the page of the original next after the above signatures, is the following, the brackets 

being in the original.] 

 

Witness 

 

The Words [and Henry Laurens] between the fifth and sixth Lines of the first Page; and 

the Words [or carrying away any 

Negroes, or other Property of the American Inhabitants] between the seventh and eighth 

Lines of the eighth Page, being first 

interlined CALEB WHITEFOORD 

 

Secretary to the British Commission. 

W. T. FRANKLIN 

Sec. to the American Commission 

 

 

Source: Treaties and Other International Acts of the United States of America. Edited by 

Hunter Miller, Vol. 2, Documents 1-40: 1776-1818 (Washington, DC, 1931), pp. 96-100.  



16 

 

4) Declarations for Suspension of Arms and Cessation of Hostilities (January 20, 1783)  

 

 

     We the underwritten Ministers Plenipotentiary of the United States of North America, 

having received from Mr Fitz-Herbert, Minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majesty, 

a Declaration relative to a Suspension of Arms to be establish'd between his said Majesty 

and the said States, of which the following is a Copy. viz: 

 

     Whereas the Preliminary Articles agreed to and signed this Day between his Majesty 

the King of Great Britain, and his most Christian Majesty on the one Part, and also 

between his said Britannic Majesty and his Catholic Majesty on the other Part, stipulate a 

Cessation of Hostilities between those three Powers, which is to Commence upon the 

Exchange of the Ratifications of the said Preliminary Articles; And whereas by the 

Provisional Treaty signed the thirtieth of November last, between his Britannic Majesty 

and the United States of North America, it was stipulated that the said Treaty should have 

its Effect as soon as Peace between the said Crowns should be established; The under-

written Minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majesty declares in the Name, and by 

the express, Order of the King his Master, that the said United States of North America, 

their Subjects and their Possessions, shall be comprised in the suspension of Arms above-

mentioned, And that they shall consequently enjoy the Benifit of the Cessation of 

Hostilities, at the same Periods and in the same Manner as the three Crowns aforesaid and 

their Subjects and Possessions respectively On Condition however, that on the Part and in 

the Name of the Said United States of North America, there shall be deliver'd a similar 

Declaration expressing the Assent to the present Suspension of Arms, and containing an 

Assurance of the most perfect Reciprocity on their Part. 

 

In faith whereof, we, the Minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majesty, have signed 

this present Declaration, and have thereto caused the Seal of our Arms to be affixed, at 

Versailles this twentieth Day of January One Thousand seven hundred & Eighty three. 

 

(signed) 

 

ALLEYNE FITZ-HERBERT 

 

(LS.) 

 

 

 

 

We have in the Name of the said United States of North America & in Virtue of the 

Powers we are vested with, received the above Declaration and do accept the same by 

these Presents, and we do reciprocally declare, that the said States shall cause to cease all 

Hostilities against his Britannic Majesty, his Subjects and Possessions at the Terms or 

Periods agreed to between his said Majesty the King of Great Britain, his Majesty the 

King of France, and his Majesty the King of Spain, in the same manner as is stipulated 

between these , three Crowns, and to have the same Effect.  
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In faith whereof, We Ministers Plenipotentiary from the United States of America, have 

signed the present Declaration and have hereunto affixed the Seals of our Arms. At 

Versailles the twentieth of January one thousand seven hundred and eighty three. 

 

 

JOHN ADAMS. B FRANKLIN  

 

Source: Treaties and Other International Acts of the United States of America. Edited by 

Hunter Miller, Vol. 2, Documents 1-40: 1776-1818 (Washington, DC, 1931) 

 

 

6)   Declaration Signed in Paris by the American Commissioners (February 20, 1783) 

 

 

         By the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, for making Peace 

with Great Britain. A Declaration of the Cessation of Hostilities as well by Sea as Land, 

agreed upon between His Majesty, the King of Great Britain, and the United States of 

America.  

 

         Whereas Preliminary Articles were signed, at Paris, on the thirtieth Day of 

November last, between the Plenipotentiaries of his said Majesty the King of Great 

Britain, and of the said States, to be inserted in, and to constitute the Treaty of Peace to 

be concluded between his said Majesty, and the said United States when Terms of Peace 

should be agreed upon between his said Majesty and his most Christian Majesty: and 

Whereas Preliminaries for restoring Peace, between his said Majesty, the King of Great 

Britain, and his most Christian Majesty, were signed at Versailles, on the twentieth day of   

January last, by the respective Ministers of their said Majesties: and Whereas 

preliminaries for restoring Peace, between his said Majesty the King of Great Britain, and 

his Majesty the King of Spain, were also signed at Versailles, on the twentyeth Day of 

January last, by their respective Ministers: and   Whereas, for putting an End to the 

Calamity of War, as soon and as far as possible, it hath been agreed, between the King of 

Great Britain, his most Christian Majesty, the King of Spain, the States General of the 

United Provinces and the United States of America as follows, that is to say.  

 

         That such Vessells and Effects, as should be taken, in the Channell and in the North 

Seas, after the Space of twelve Days, to be computed from the Ratification of the said 

Preliminary Articles should be restored on all Sides; that the Term should be one Month 

from the Channell and North Seas, as far as the Canary Islands inclusively, whether in the 

Ocean or the Mediterranean; two Months from the said Canary Islands, as far as the 

Equinoctial Line, or Equator, and lastly five Months in all other Parts of the World, 

without any Exception or any other more particular Description of Time or Place.  

 

         And Whereas the Ratifications of the said Preliminary Articles between his said 

Majesty, the King of Great Britain, and his most Christian Majesty, in due Form, were 

exchanged by their Ministers on the third day of this instant February, from which Day 

the several Terms abovementioned, of Twelve Days, of one Month, of two Months, and 
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of five Months are to be computed, relative to all British and American Vessells and 

Effects  

 

         Now therefore, We, the Ministers Plenipotentiary, from the United States of 

America, for making Peace with Great Britain do notify to the People and Citizens, of the 

said United States of America that Hostilities, on their Part, against his Britannic Majesty, 

both by Sea and tend are to cease, at the Expiration of the Terms herein before specified 

therefor, and which Terms are to be computed, from the third day of February instant. 

And We do, in the Name and by the Authority of the said United States, accordingly 

warn and enjoin all their Officers and Citizens, to forbear all Acts of Hostility, whatever, 

either by Land or by Sea against his said Majesty, the King of Great Britain, or his 

Subjects under the Penalty of incurring the highest Displeasure of the said United States.  

 

         Given at Paris the Twentieth Day of February, in the Year of our Lord, One 

Thousand, Seven hundred and Eighty Three, under our Hands and Seals  

 

         JOHN ADAMS [Seal] 

    B FRANKLIN [Seal 

    JOHN JAY [Seal] 

 

 

Source: Treaties and Other International Acts of the United States of America. Edited by 

Hunter Miller, Vol. 2, Documents 1-40: 1776-1818 (Washington, DC, 1931) 

 

 

7)   Treaty of Paris (September 3, 1783) 

 

In the name of the most holy and undivided Trinity.  

 

         It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the hearts of the most serene and 

most potent Prince George the Third, by the grace of God, king of Great Britain, France, 

and Ireland, defender of the faith, duke of Brunswick and Lunebourg, arch-treasurer and 

prince elector of the Holy Roman Empire etc., and of the United States of America, to 

forget all past misunderstandings and differences that have unhappily interrupted the 

good correspondence and friendship which they mutually wish to restore, and to establish 

such a beneficial and satisfactory intercourse , between the two countries upon the ground 

of reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience as may promote and secure to both 

perpetual peace and harmony; and having for this desirable end already laid the 

foundation of peace and reconciliation by the Provisional Articles signed at Paris on the 

30th of November 1782, by the commissioners empowered on each part, which articles 

were agreed to be inserted in and constitute the Treaty of Peace proposed to be concluded 

between the Crown of Great Britain and the said United States, but which treaty was not 

to be concluded until terms of peace should be agreed upon between Great Britain and 

France and his Britannic Majesty should be ready to conclude such treaty accordingly; 

and the treaty between Great Britain and France having since been concluded, his 

Britannic Majesty and the United States of America, in order to carry into full effect the 

Provisional Articles above mentioned, according to the tenor thereof, have constituted 
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and appointed, that is to say his Britannic Majesty on his part, David Hartley, Esqr., 

member of the Parliament of Great Britain, and the said United States on their part, John 

Adams, Esqr., late a commissioner of the United States of America at the court of 

Versailles, late delegate in Congress from the state of Massachusetts, and chief justice of 

the said state, and minister plenipotentiary of the said United States to their high 

mightinesses the States General of the United Netherlands; Benjamin Franklin, Esqr., late 

delegate in Congress from the state of Pennsylvania, president of the convention of the 

said state, and minister plenipotentiary from the United States of America at the court of 

Versailles; John Jay, Esqr., late president of Congress and chief justice of the state of 

New York, and minister plenipotentiary from the said United States at the court of 

Madrid; to be plenipotentiaries for the concluding and signing the present definitive 

treaty; who after having reciprocally communicated their respective full powers 

have agreed upon and confirmed the following articles.  

 

 

Article 1. His Brittanic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz., New 

Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 

Carolina and Georgia, to be free sovereign and independent states, that he treats with 

them as such, and for himself, his heirs, and successors, relinquishes all claims to the 

government, propriety, and territorial rights of the same and every part thereof.  

 

 

Article 2. And that all disputes which might arise in future on the subject of the 

boundaries of the said United States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared, 

that the following are and shall be their boundaries, viz. … 

 

 

Article 3. It is agreed that the people of the United States shall continue to enjoy 

unmolested the right to take fish of every kind on the Grand Bank and on all the other 

banks of Newfoundland, also in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and at all other places in the 

sea, where the inhabitants of both countries used at any time heretofore to fish. And also 

that the inhabitants of the United States shall have liberty to take fish of every kind on 

such part of the coast of Newfoundland as British fishermen shall use, (but not to dry or 

cure the same on that island) and also on the coasts, bays and creeks of all other of his 

Brittanic Majesty's dominions in America; and that the American fishermen shall have 

liberty to dry and cure fish in any of the unsettled bays, harbors, and creeks of Nova 

Scotia, Magdalen Islands, and Labrador, so long as the same shall remain unsettled, but 

so soon as the same or either of them shall be settled, it shall not be lawful for the said 

fishermen to dry or cure fish at such settlement without a previous agreement for that 

purpose with the inhabitants, proprietors, or possessors of the ground.  

 

 

Article 4. … 

 

 

Article 5. … 
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Article 6. …  

 

 

Article 7. There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between his Brittanic Majesty and the 

said states, and between the subjects of the one and the citizens of the other, wherefore all 

hostilities both by sea and land shall from henceforth cease. All prisoners on both sides 

shall be set at liberty, and his Brittanic Majesty shall with all convenient speed, and 

without causing any destruction, or carrying away any Negroes or other property of the 

American inhabitants, withdraw all his armies, garrisons, and fleets from the said United 

States, and from every post, place, and harbor within the same; leaving in all 

fortifications, the American artillery that may be therein; and shall also order and cause 

all archives, records, deeds, and papers belonging to any of the said states, or their 

citizens, which in the course of the war may have fallen into the hands of his officers, to 

be forthwith restored and delivered to the proper states and persons to whom they belong.  

 

 

Article 8. The navigation of the river Mississippi, from its source to the ocean, shall 

forever remain free and open to the subjects of Great Britain and the citizens of the 

United States.  

 

 

Article 9. … 

 

 

Article 10 … 

 

          The solemn ratifications of the present treaty expedited in good and due form shall 

be exchanged between the contracting parties in the space of six months or sooner, if 

possible, to be computed from the day of the signatures of the present treaty. In witness 

whereof we the undersigned, their ministers plenipotentiary, have in their name and in 

virtue of our full powers, signed with our hands the present definitive treaty and caused 

the seals of our arms to be affixed thereto.  

 

 

          Done at Paris, this third day of September in the year of our Lord, one thousand 

seven hundred and eighty-three.  

 

                    D. HARTLEY (SEAL)  

                    JOHN ADAMS (SEAL)  

                    B. FRANKLIN (SEAL)  

                    JOHN JAY (SEAL)  

 

 

Source: Treaties and Other International Acts of the United States of America. Edited by 

Hunter Miller, Vol. 2, Documents 1-40: 1776-1818 (Washington, DC, 1931) 


