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It’s Time to Re-enlist in W3R-US 

Just as General George Washington hoped each December that his 

soldiers with expiring enlistments would continue their commitment 

to the war for the independence of the United States, so, too, do the 

leaders of W3R-US hope that the Association’s members will 

continue their commitment to this dynamic organization as a new 

year arrives. 

Yes, it’s that time again, and, as noted in a recent email from 

Executive Director Ellen von Karajan, you are invited to renew your 

membership in W3R-US and its state units for 2023 if you pay your 

dues annually and have not already done so.  

Renewing your membership ensures that you will continue to be part 

of wide-ranging work at both the national and state levels. A 

sampling from this past year, despite the limitations related to the 

Covid-19 pandemic:  

• Nationally: Development of the new Travel App, which will launch in 2023; efforts to 

develop uniform, eye-catching signage along the entire Trail; efforts on many fronts to 

introduce schoolchildren to the Trail; collaboration with Volkssport on walking/cycling 

outings along the Trail; and advocacy on Capitol Hill for increased support for the Trail. 

• In the states: Restoration and research at Trail sites such as the Odell House 

Rochambeau Headquarters in New York; high-profile commemorative activities such as 

the action-packed weekend in late August in New Jersey and Revolution on the Hudson, 

produced by Revolutionary Westchester 250 in October in New York; outreach in 

Delaware to engage African Americans and Hispanics with their ancestors’ vital roles in 

securing the independence of our nation; renovation of the gardens at the French 

Cemetery and French Memorial in Yorktown, Virginia.  

Ursula Reed, 

former W3R-US 

chair, dies 

Story, Page 3 

http://www.w3r-us.org/
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But none of this happens without you and our other members, who are the life blood of our 

Association. It takes you and people like you to make these activities happen. Please complete 

the appropriate renewal form (individual, group/nonprofit, municipal, corporate) from those on 

Pages 11-14 and return it, with payment, at your earliest convenience. You may also renew your 

membership online using a credit card or PayPal at www.w3r-us.org/membership/. And please 

remember that your dues and donations to the Association are tax deductible. 

Annual membership fees are due by Jan. 31 each year. If you enrolled as a new member after 

Sept. 1, your dues are considered paid for calendar year 2023. 

If you have any questions, or if cost is a problem, please contact Ellen. We don’t want to lose 

any members because of financial challenges but somebody (you or, if you prefer, a friend) has 

to tell her so arrangements can be made. 

Thank you for your ongoing support for W3R-US and its state affiliates. Your support is part of 

the revenue stream that allows us to fund our operations and provide valuable resources and 

support to the Trail. 

And if you are reading this and are not already a member, please consider joining us! 

 

Alliance Circle Drive Under Way 

The annual Alliance Circle fundraising appeal began in 

conjunction with the start of the holiday season. Donations to 

this unrestricted fund help provide the financial resources that 

make the many activities of W3R-US possible, including 

educational programs and building the capacity of W3R-US to 

grow and improve. 

Donations of all amounts are appreciated and when your giving 

totals $500 you will receive the coveted Alliance Circle pin! 

Your cumulative donations also enable you to “rise” through the ranks of the Continental Army. 

If you have not already supported this season’s campaign, you can still do so in one of two ways: 

Using PayPal, please click on this link: https://w3r-us.org/year-end-fundraising-appeal/ 

OR please complete the form on Page 15 and send it with your gift.  

Thank you for your support of W3R in 2022. It was a terrific year filled with fellowship and fun, 

as so many of us shared the story of the Trail. 

– Julie Diddell, Fundraising Committee Chair  

 

 

 

http://www.w3r-us.org/membership/
https://w3r-us.org/year-end-fundraising-appeal/
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In Memoriam: Ursula M.H. Reed, 1947-2022 

Ursula Marie Henwood Reed, 75, a former Chair of W3R-US and for 

years a leading advocate of the Trail, especially in her native 

Pennsylvania, died Dec. 18, 2022. The lifelong Philadelphia resident 

was elected to a three-year term on the W3R-US Board in 2012, was 

re-elected in 2015 and worked her way up to W3R-US Chair. She 

was succeeded in that post in 2017 by Janet Lee Burnet. 

One of Ursula’s proudest moments came in 2009, when, as Vice 

President of W3R-PA, she issued a press release March 31 under the 

headline: “President Obama signs Wilderness Protection/Public 

Lands Bill including the Washington-Rochambeau National Historic 

Trail.” The release read in part:  

WASHINGTON – On Monday, March 30, 2009, President Obama 

signed the Wilderness Protection/Omnibus Public Lands bill that 

the United States House of Representatives passed as HR 146 last 

week – including designation of the Washington-Rochambeau 

Revolutionary Route (W3R) National Historic Trail (Sec. 5204). 

The W3R trail extends 685 miles from Newport, RI, to Yorktown, VA, including 52 miles along 

PA’s Delaware River coast – the first National Historic Trail in NE USA.  

W3R PA thanks W3R bill cosponsors Senators Casey and Specter and Congressmen Patrick 

Murphy, Chaka Fattah, Allison Schwartz, Robert Brady and Joseph Sestak – the entire 

Philadelphia area delegation – all of whom praised Congressional approval of the Omnibus 

Public Lands bills S 22 and HR 146, which passed the House by a vote of 285-140.  

Congressman Murphy said, “This is a great day for all of us in Pennsylvania who enjoy the rich 

heritage of our Commonwealth and the great history of our nation. The designation of the 

National Historic Trail and rededication of the Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage 

Corridor will boost our economy through increased tourism across Pennsylvania and benefit all 

future generations by giving them a chance to take advantage of these historic and natural 

resources.” 

The W3R legislation, which was initiated in the House by Congressman Maurice Hinchey of New 

York State, and in the Senate by Connecticut Senator Joseph Lieberman, honors the American 

and French Alliance in our War for Independence, which ended with Victory at Yorktown in 

1781. A network of historic house museums, state, local and National Parks, archives, tourism 

offices, state departments of transportation, greenway advocates, libraries, churches, scouts, 

historical societies, as well as individuals, in … Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Washington DC, Virginia and … in 

Ursula Reed in her 

W3R-US regalia. 

Family photo 
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Paris, France, have been collaborating since 1998 towards W3R’s 225th Anniversary Legacy 

Project. …  

This unique public-private partnership celebrates the vital role played by colonial Americans in 

those nine states plus DC and France in supporting the care and feeding of over 5,000 

Continental and French troops and livestock as they marched to VA to defeat British General 

Cornwallis. The W3R National Historic Trail represents a new opportunity for America to 

embrace its history, grow its economy through heritage tourism, and educate students and 

families about conservation, American History and the long-time friendship between the USA 

and France.  

“The W3R is a wonderful cooperative effort between everyday citizens and government agencies 

on every level. By pulling together as a team, seemingly unrelated sites and historic repositories 

have heightened the appreciation of 18th century America throughout the original thirteen 

colonies. This legislation, recognizing the natural beauty and history of the route and preserving 

the story of our colonial past, is a great gift given by present to future generations,” said Kim 

Burdick, Chair, W3R USA.  

[A] 2006 National Park Service study noted the exceptional natural, cultural and historic 

significance of the Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route, prompting Congress to 

advance the related National Historic Trail legislation as a legacy project of the 225th 

Anniversary of the American Revolution. To read this report and view related maps, please visit 

www.w3r-us.org   

Tricia Marie Reed remembered her mother-in-law as “a remarkable woman and a true 

Philadelphian” who “lived her whole life in her beloved city from Southwest Philly, Queen’s 

Village, the historical Elfreth’s Alley, as a ‘Two Streeter’ on 2nd Street, Cherry Street and finally 

to Fairmount, where you could always find her at Little Pete’s.” 

Ursula, the second of nine children of Emile Joseph and Eunice Henwood, raised $4 million to 

refurbish the Philadelphia Water Works by the Art Museum, secured a major grant to help 

renovate Old St. Joseph’s Church (her parish for more than 45 years) and was assistant general 

manager at the Galleria. 

“She loved to cook (gourmet at that) and could cater like no other,” Tricia Marie wrote in her 

posting on social media. “She always shopped at the Italian market and bought from all the 

‘Mom and Pop’ shops, as she thought that’s the only place you buy the good stuff. … She gave 

big love. She would fight for anyone and any cause that she cared about, literally. … She loved 

being a Grandmom.” 

Besides Tricia Marie, Ursula’s survivors include her son, Michael Reed, and their four children: 

Michael, Joseph, Alexis (Lexi) and Elizabeth (Liz). Condolences may be sent to them at: 94 

Warwick Chase, Pottstown, PA 19465. 

http://www.w3r-us.org/
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W3R at 250th Event on Capitol Hill 

Four representatives of W3R reported making “many good contacts” at what W3R-US Chair 

Larry Abell described as “a great event” in Washington Dec. 14, 2022.  

Attending the meeting of the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission (informally known as the 

America 250 Committee) on Capitol Hill were Larry, Executive Director Ellen von Karajan, 

Corresponding Secretary Elaine Lawton and Historian Dr. Iris de Rode.    

Larry said the gathering will be helpful in determining the role of W3R-US in the 

Semiquincentennial – the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in 2026 and the 

Revolutionary War (2025-33). 

Larry thanked Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman of New Jersey for arranging for the participation of 

W3R-US at the meeting. 

 

Clockwise, from upper left, at the Capitol Hill event: Elaine Lawton and Lynn Forney Young; 

Dr. Iris De Rode, Elaine Lawton, Rosie Rios (Chair of the U.S. Semiquincentennial 

Commission and Larry Abell; Rosie Rios; Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman of New Jersey;  

outgoing Sen. Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania; Dr. Iris de Rode, Terry Brown and Ellen von 

Karajan. Collage by Larry Abell  
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Time to Tally Your Volunteer Hours for 2022 

The volunteer hours 

you work on behalf of 

W3R-US and its state 

units are so important, 

not only for the work 

itself but also for 

applications for grants 

and other external 

support as well as all of 

our advocacy work. 

The totals provide an 

invaluable tool for our 

Board members who 

are addressing federal 

government leaders and 

members of Congress 

to secure additional 

funds for our severely 

underfunded Trail. 

When converted 

through a formula to 

dollars and cents – 

terms that resonate with 

Congress – these 

numbers show that we, 

as a private-sector 

partner to the Trail, are 

directly providing 

annually three times the 

resources that W3R-US receives from the federal budget to support W3R-US operations. 

Our Association’s totals are added to the numbers from other trails to produce the annual Gold 

Sheet (such as the 2021 edition, above) compiled by the Partnership for the National Trails 

System (PNTS) in tandem with the annual Hike the Hill® event, during which trail partner 

organizations encourage Congress to provide increased financial support for trails. The Gold 

Sheet is used year-round to demonstrate the value of trails to local, state and tribal leaders, 

potential partners and prospective donors.  
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While the Gold Sheet is a powerful tool for advocacy, its value comes from your generous 

support. We cannot thank our volunteers enough for investing their time and talent to ensure that 

everyone can learn about and enjoy WARO and other trails. We are deeply grateful for all you 

do, and you deserve to be “counted” and acknowledged for it.  

But none of this happens unless we know the number of hours you have volunteered. This is not 

the time to be modest. While some volunteers report on a monthly basis, we know that many of 

you have been laboring beneath the radar. If you have not already done so, please take a couple 

of minutes to begin to record the total volunteer hours you work and report them monthly. State 

group leaders and committee chairs, please compile numbers for your entire groups, not just 

yourself. Please send the totals to Director Sam Meredith, who compiles our data, at 

memogroup1127@gmail.com If you need help getting started, please ask Sam for a copy of her 

template. 

What can be included as volunteer hours? A lot: 

• Pro bono legal counsel 

• Attendance at W3R meetings, preparing for meetings, writing minutes, traveling to 

meetings, representing W3R-US at other meetings and events, attending Trail 

Administrator Johnny Carawan’s Countdown, signage and other meetings, reading emails 

from W3R-US 

• Researching and writing grants, developing programs and materials, contracting for the 

travel app, writing statements of work, getting cost estimates, writing for The Bulletin, 

writing sections of op eds, preparing and circulating news releases, cultivating donors, 

attending commission hearings, designing materials such as the new logo and business 

cards   

• Organizing parades and other events, planning and staffing events 

• Managing the development of deliverables for state grants 

• Securing bids for materials and services 

• Meeting with teachers and school officials 

• Reviewing Quickbooks reports, analyzing them and issuing monthly financial statements 

• Recruiting new members, renewing members, reaching out in appeals such as the 

Alliance Circle, planning and hosting Rochambeau Parties 

• Clearing Trail sections for walking, submitting safety recommendations to local planning 

officials for Trail walking 

• Attending webinars and training sessions, participating in the economic impact statement 

interviews 

mailto:memogroup1127@gmail.com
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• Attending Hike the Hill, making advocacy calls and following up, writing plans for such 

efforts as strategic communications 

• Researching local history and historical figures  

One final thought: The Executive Committee has discussed whether friendly competition among 

states and individuals might encourage them to be more diligent in reporting their volunteer 

hours. Suggestions have included recognizing top volunteers with a lapel pin or a brooch as part 

of an effort to raise the profiles of volunteers and emphasize their importance to the work of the 

Association. 

– Ellen von Karajan, Executive Director 

Book Presented to Ambassador of France 

Executive Director Ellen von Karajan recently presented a copy of the book Washington-

Rochambeau Revolutionary Route and the Franco-American Alliance to Philippe Etienne, 

Ambassador of France to the United States, at an event also 

attended by National Chair Larry Abell and Corresponding 

Secretary Elaine Lawton. 

Donna Passmore and Jan Smulcer of the Houston, Texas-based 

organization Values Through History, 

www.valuesthroughhistory.org, researched, wrote and 

illustrated the book at the request of the Society of the 

Cincinnati and the American Society of the French Legion of 

Honor. They were asked to tell this critical story because of the 

scholarship and storytelling abilities demonstrated in their 

curriculum, Why America Is Free. A copy of the book is now 

included with the curriculum. 

Ellen received a letter, dated Nov. 1, 2022, from Ambassador 

Etienne, which reads in part:  

Thank you so much for sharing a copy of the book on the 

Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route and for all of 

the work you do as Executive Director of W3R-US to promote 

the importance of the Franco-American Alliance. As Ambassador of France to the United States, 

I share this same mission with you and am grateful to your contribution. 

The book is a wonderful collection of images and stories that I was truly enthralled to read 

through. It is a fantastic resource for anyone passionate about American Revolutionary history 

and the special bond our two countries have shared. I will cherish it as a memory of not just this 

evening, but of my time posted here in the United States.    

Ambassador Philippe Etienne 

http://www.valuesthroughhistory.org/
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Randy Flood, chief executive officer and co-founder of The Real American Revolution (formerly 

known as the American Revolution Consortium for Civic Education), delivered copies of the 

book to all the teachers who participated in the Teacher Needs Assessment in the Open Outdoors 

for Kids programming in Virginia as a school library item, with some funding help from the 

Society of the Cincinnati. Randy chairs the W3R-US Strategic Planning Committee and is a 

member of the Board of W3R-VA.  

Why America Is Free is a cross-disciplinary, hands-on curriculum for upper elementary school 

students that immerses them in the events of the founding of the United States. Free from rote 

learning, students experience the American Revolution as if they were there – a very different 

experience from viewing the events through a 21st-century lens, according to the Values Through 

History Web site, which proclaims, “Students don’t just study ideas. They live them.” 

To learn more about the book and to order a copy, please visit: washingtonrochambeau.org   

 

From the Executive Committee 

Activities for Semiquincentennial (the 250th): Larry said essential projects for the 250th 

anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in 2026 and the Revolutionary War include 

Trailwide events to celebrate the 300th anniversary of Rochambeau’s birth on July 1, 2025, 

highway signs, state signature events, Volkssport walks, and commemorative scarfs, ties and 

other products. Other possibilities include Tall Ships, re-enactments of river crossings, Junior 

Ranger program, a passport program and bus tours. All members and friends of W3R-US are 

invited to submit suggestions for signature events the Association can sponsor. 

Travels with Darley: The PBS television series, in which, according to Google, host Darley 

Newman “travels with locals to experience the history, food, music and art of exciting locations 

around the world,” has indicated interest in doing segments featuring locations on the Trail in 

Maryland, Rhode Island and other states. 

Yorktown event: W3R-US is planning to host an event this year in conjunction with the annual 

Yorktown Day activities. While awaiting specifics, Executive Committee members agreed that 

such an event could raise the profile of W3R, add a social dimension to the Board meeting and 

provide a possible tangible benefit for members in the form of a discounted admission. 

Niche tourism: Trail Administrator Johnny Carawan has been emphasizing the importance of 

developing niche, or specialty, tourism to attract more visitors to the Trail and its sites and, in the 

process, make the Trail more prominent.  

Funding for the NPS Washington-Rochambeau National Historic Trail: Rep. Bonnie Watson 

Coleman, D-New Jersey, is circulating a letter among her Congressional colleagues advocating 

increased funding and staffing for the Trail. U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Connecticut, has 

indicated interest in circulating a similar letter in the Senate. 

http://washingtonrochambeau.org/
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An Invitation: Visit Our Online Store  

Director Sam Meredith, Chair of the Earned Income Committee, invites shoppers to visit the 

W3R-US online store. Suggestions for merchandise should be sent to Sam at 

memogroup1127@gmail.com  

To visit the online store: https://w3rus.qbstores.com/a/login  

 

From the Editor 

I hope you continue to enjoy The Bulletin and find it helpful in keeping abreast of the activities 

of The National Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route Association on numerous fronts. 

Thank you for your input, assistance, suggestions, comments and other kind words. To keep up 

with all news of our Association, please visit our Web site regularly: www.w3r-us.org  

As you may have noticed, I am still behind my ideal publishing schedule. In an effort to get 

somewhat caught up as a new year begins, this double edition covers both November and 

December. Thanks in advance for understanding if some news has not been published in a timely 

manner. 

State leaders are invited to provide information (by the end of each month for the following 

month’s edition) about their activities, which are presented in a separate section of The Bulletin. 

(Please see the reports beginning on Page 16.) Fliers, preferably in JPG format, about upcoming 

Trail events are also invited.  

Your comments, suggestions and questions are welcome. Please email me at 

historicaljeff@aol.com           

                – Jeff Canning, National Recording Secretary 

 

Help Share the News 

The Bulletin is currently emailed to nearly 300 recipients each month but there is always room 

for more. Do you know or work with somebody who might be interested in reading about the 

many activities of W3R-US and its state groups? If so, please send me their names and emails 

(sorry, The Bulletin is online only) and I will add them to the mailing list. Please see my email 

address above. Thanks for helping share the good news about W3R-US. 

mailto:memogroup1127@gmail.com
https://w3rus.qbstores.com/a/login
http://www.w3r-us.org/
mailto:historicaljeff@aol.com
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State Report 

Maryland: Governor Tours Museum, Honors Veterans 

Gov. Lawrence Hogan visited the 

Maryland Veterans Museum at Patriot 

Park to present a citation honoring 

veterans who had served the facility since 

its founding 20 years ago and to learn 

about the Trail. The veterans, all of whom 

were able-bodied at the beginning of their 

service to the museum, have remained 

dedicated to telling the story of America 

even though they now use wheelchairs.    

W3R-US Chair Larry Abell, who also 

runs the museum, hosted the Oct. 12 

visit by the governor’s party and 

National Corresponding Secretary 

Elaine Lawton led a tour of the facility, 

which features galleries dedicated to each of the major wars fought by the United States.  

Gov. Lawrence Hogan presents a citation to veterans who have served the Maryland Veterans 

Museum since its founding. Standing with him is W3R-US Chair Larry Abell.  

Governor Hogan, center, is welcomed to the 

Revolutionary War Gallery by Elaine Lawton and 

Larry Abell. Photos courtesy of the Governor’s 

Office 
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The governor offered to send some original documents related to General George Washington’s 

resignation as commander in chief to incorporate in the museum’s Revolutionary War Gallery. 

With the Treaty of Peace ending the war having been signed three months earlier, Washington 

voluntarily resigned his military commission Dec. 23, 1783, before the Confederation Congress 

at the State House in Annapolis. He then returned to private life at his Mount Vernon plantation 

in Virginia. 

Larry and the governor discussed the fact that the museum is an information site for the National 

Park Service. “He was truly fascinated with the Revolutionary War Gallery,” Larry said. “He 

said that, once his duties as governor were over, he would perhaps consider volunteering.” 

Governor Hogan, who has since been succeeded in Annapolis by Governor Wes Moore, 

indicated to Larry that he wanted to return to the museum with his grandchildren for a personal, 

longer visit.      

The museum is one of three sites being considered for the Maryland Women’s Monument. Larry 

said that prospect dovetails with W3R’s values initiative to recognize the contributions of 

women to the Revolutionary War. He noted that, thanks to the efforts of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution, the museum has a Women’s Exhibit. 

Delaware: Visitor Center, Lectures and Wreaths 

Visitor center: Peg Tigue, W3R-DE Vice Chair, has obtained $35,000 from the Delaware state 

Legislature to establish a center in the Brandywine Village section of Wilmington, with a 

prospective opening date in summer of 2023. The center will be in the area of 18th and Market 

streets. 

Lecture about Trail: W3R-DE Chair Bill 

Conley delivered a lecture about the Trail Nov. 

13 to parishioners of St. Joseph’s Church in 

Wilmington, the oldest African American Roman 

Catholic church in Delaware, which stands one 

block from the Trail. The talk and ceremony, two 

days after Veterans Day, included a segment on 

African American recipients of the Medal of 

Honor and honored all Wilmington veterans. 

More than 100 people attended and received 

copies of the W3R-DE/US National Park Service 

map of the Trail.  

◄ Vice Chair Peg Tigue, left, and Chair Bill 

Conley with Marie Dash, a parishioner and 

W3R-DE supporter. Photo by Loretta Young 
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Wreaths Across America: W3R-DE Chair Bill Conley spoke during a Dec. 17 ceremony at 

Old Swedes Church in Wilmington, which stands near the Trail. The mission of National 

Wreaths Across America Day, observed annually in December, is to remember fallen U.S. 

veterans, honor those who serve and teach children the value of freedom. The wreaths were later 

placed on the graves of veterans. Special thanks to Leone Cahill Krout, site director of the 

church, and her staff for organizing the ceremony.   

W3R-DE helped host the first Wreaths Across America ceremony in Wilmington a year ago, 

joining more than 2,500 participants across the country. 

 

Lecture about cemetery: Delaware 

historian and W3R-DE adviser George 

Widger spoke Nov. 1 at the Wilmington 

Senior Center about his efforts to restore 

an abandoned cemetery at Pigeon Run. 

During the multi-year project, George has 

uncovered and restored numerous 

abandoned graves from the Revolutionary 

War, War of 1812 and Civil War. George, 

a resident of Bear and an Army Vietnam 

veteran, has numerous family members, 

from the 1750s on, buried there. The 

lecture, “Unsung Heroes,” was the idea 

of W3R-DE Vice Chair Peg Tigue, who 

is also president of Brandywine Village Partners, and was part of a continuing effort to bring 

awareness of Colonial history to the Brandywine Village community. – Bill Conley, State Chair 

Left: At Old Swedes Church during the ceremony are, from left, Lt. Col. Bill Conley, Sgt Jim 

Brady, Brig. Gen. Ken Wiggins and Brig. Gen. Earl Seppila. Right: Wreaths are lined up in 

front of the sanctuary. Photos courtesy of Old Swedes Church  

George Widger, front, second from right, and Bill 

Conley, second from left, with lecture attendees. 

Photo courtesy of the Wilmington Senior Center 
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New Jersey: Westfield Salutes Volunteers 

The third annual 

March to 

Yorktown Day in 

Westfield formally 

concluded with the 

recognition of 

W3R-NJ’s 

volunteers by 

Mayor Shelley 

Brindle during the 

Nov. 9 meeting of 

the Westfield 

Town Council.  

Westfield, a Trail 

community, has 

adopted this 

annual event to 

commemorate the 

French-American 

alliance during 

the 

Revolutionary 

War and trace the route the troops used on their 1781 march to Yorktown, VA, to defeat the 

British Army of General Charles Cornwallis and help win our country’s independence.  

State Chair Julie Diddell thanked Mayor Brindle, the Council – especially Councilwoman Dawn 

Mackey – the Town of Westfield, its Police Department and its Department of Public Works. 

She also sent flowers and a thank-you note to the Town Administrator and his Executive 

Assistant, who she said were especially helpful in making the event and the 

recognition ceremony so successful.  

Leading the volunteers was Julie, who logged more than 2,000 hours to bring the Aug. 28 event 

to fruition. The other four W3R-NJ Board members collectively clocked more than 500 hours to 

get us to event day and to perform all the wrap-up work afterward. Planning is already under way 

for the 2023 event. 

The Yorktown Day Parade and Pop-Up Visitor’s Festival commemorated the passage through 

Westfield of General Benjamin Lincoln’s Continental Line, including the integrated 1st Rhode 

Island Regiment with African American and Native American soldiers, on Aug. 29, 1781, en 

Scenes from the Nov. 9 recognition ceremony in Westfield. Photos by 

Mlondolozi Ndlovu, father leader in Westfield Boy Scout Troop 72 
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route to Yorktown. W3R-US Historian Dr. Robert Selig, the parade’s Grand Marshall, marched 

side by side with local officials including Mayor Brindle and State Senator Jon Bramnick. 

Historical society organizations from along the Trail had information tables set up at the 

Visitor’s Festival, where they shared their Trail stories with each other and the public. To view a 

three-minute video of the event, event, please click: TapInToWestfield. 

– Julie Diddell, State Chair 

New York: $1 Million for Restoration of Odell House 

The Town of 

Greenburgh has been 

awarded $500,000 in 

New York State 

Environmental 

Protection Funds for 

another phase of 

restoration for the 

Odell House 

Rochambeau 

Headquarters 

(OHRH). The Town 

will match this grant, 

providing a total of $1 

million for the 

physical restoration 

of the house, which 

stands in the 

Hartsdale section of 

the Town and served 

as General 

Rochambeau’s 

headquarters during 

the summer of 1781. 

“This house will become a museum that will be appreciated by students, tourists and Greenburgh 

residents for generations to come,” Town Supervisor Paul Feiner said in announcing the grant a 

week before Christmas. 

This is the second successful Consolidated Funding Award the Town has received from New 

York State. The first was for $600,000, which was matched by the Town. This second grant 

means there is now a total of $2.2 million available for capital restoration. 

This holiday card was found in a moldy box of documents rescued from 

the Odell House Rochambeau Headquarters. It is part of a collection of 

Victorian Louis Prang cards that were saved by an Odell family 

member and are now safely stored in the archives of the Westchester 

County Historical Society. Prang, a 19th century Boston-based printer, 

is considered the father of the American Christmas card. His cards are 

prized for their beauty and history. Courtesy of Friends of Odell House 

Rochambeau Headquarters 

https://youtu.be/aJl9NRUt8as
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Two more grants are pending, each for $500,000. If they come through, there will be enough 

money to restore the house completely. Raising the funds to make the restored house into a 

museum – with modern, interactive exhibits – is still ahead of us. 

In another late-year development, the Scarsdale Historical Society – an early and generous 

supporter of OHRH – has agreed to fund the creation of an audio tour for Follow the French, an 

event being organized by OHRH for May 20, 2023. The event will cover three major stops the 

French forces made in 1781 in Westchester County as they came to the aid of George 

Washington – Smith’s Tavern in North Castle/Armonk, Odell House and their final encampment 

in Yorktown.  

As people travel from place to place and visit each stop, the audio tour will allow everyone to 

listen to the stories of the arrival, encampment and departure of the French troops as they 

marched with the Continental army. The tour will be used to build other audio tours for 

Revolutionary War sites in Westchester. This continues our work to educate the public on the 

French-American alliance and the important role Westchester played in the creation of the 

independence and democracy we celebrate today. 

In other news from the Odell House Rochambeau Headquarters: 

New video ready to view: We are excited to announce the launch on YouTube of our newest 

video, Westchester’s Philipsburg Encampment of 1781. Written, produced, and directed by Chris 

Rubeo, an OHRH Board member, it has been designed for use by Westchester students studying 

American History in grades four and seven. But it’s also an introduction for anyone interested in 

Westchester’s role in the Revolutionary War. The Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area 

provided matching funds to create both this seven-minute video and Thank You, France, which 

premiered earlier this year. When OHRH is open for tours, these videos will play on screens in 

the welcome center and prepare visitors to see the exhibits. Thank you to Chris, former Board 

member Andrew Bordwin, Board Vice President Tom Hay (who appears in the film as General 

Rochambeau) and all who helped bring this project to completion. To watch the video, please 

click here. 

Cultural Landscape Plan under way: A project funded by the Friends of Odell House 

Rochambeau Headquarters – the Cultural Landscape Plan – is under way. The firm of Aspect 

120, headed by licensed Landscape Architect Susan Jainchill, is developing plans for exciting 

spaces on the OHRH grounds, including an outdoor classroom and lecture areas, a kitchen 

garden and handicap-accessible pathways. Incorporated into the landscape will be a monument 

to the four French soldiers who died while Rochambeau’s troops camped in the fields around the 

house. The monument will be made possible by a generous grant from the American Society of 

Le Souvenir Français, an organization dedicated to preserving the memory of French soldiers, 

sailors and airmen who gave their lives for freedom. The plan is scheduled to be completed by 

April 2023. 

https://odellrochambeau.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=79bec0e8d8f00bd0c63de772f&id=8dbfac9ed6&e=27f33c58b1
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Archeology study completed: Hartgen Associates has completed the written report of all 

findings from the “big dig” in May. The very comprehensive report describes the history of the 

site within the context of New York State history and relates that to the findings. They dug 39 

trenches or holes and carefully labeled each bag of material found. These bags are now in the 

possession of the Friends and are waiting to be shown at the museum.  

Among the most intriguing items are pottery shards that correspond to intact pottery pieces we 

have rescued from the house. Additional areas for exploration were identified, including the 

possible outdoor kitchen now seen as a partially collapsed chimney at the rear of the 1855 

section.  

In our research for the Slavery and Odell Farm study we are reaching a conclusion that the 

enslaved people on the farm most likely lived inside the house, as no evidence of a detached 

slave quarters was found in this study. This was the usual space allotted to the enslaved in the 

Lower Hudson Valley and New York City and we would like to investigate the basement and 

attic of the house in another study. Thanks to our generous private donors, we fully funded the 

Hartgen study; to read the report, please click here. 

– Susan Seal, Board President, Friends of Odell House Rochambeau Headquarters 

 

Some of the 

artifacts found 

during the “big 

dig” conducted 

by Hartgen 

Associates. 

Courtesy of 

Friends of 

Odell House 

Rochambeau 

Headquarters 

 

https://odellrochambeau.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=79bec0e8d8f00bd0c63de772f&id=3dd8b1773f&e=27f33c58b1
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Also in New York … 

Johnson Fund update: As of late October, the new Dr. 

James M. and Lois S. Johnson Student Research Fund of 

the Hudson River Valley Institute (HRVI) had received 

more than $63,000 from 84 donors toward its initial 

fundraising goal of $100,000. The fund, named for HRVI’s 

recently retired founding Executive Director, enables 

students from a variety of economic backgrounds to have 

equal access to the enrichment potential that comes from a 

fully realized internship experience with the institute, 

which is based at Marist College in Poughkeepsie.  

The Johnsons are both longtime advocates for, and 

supporters of, Hudson River Valley history. Colonel “Jim” 

Johnson served 30 years in the Army after graduating in 

1969 from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, to 

which he later returned as a member of the history 

faculty. He continued his work with Hudson River Valley 

history and the Washington-Rochambeau route in civilian 

life after retiring from the Army in 1999. He was one of the early advocates for the Trail, which 

was formally established in 2009.  

“Those of you who know Jim know that he was instrumental, unstoppable and deeply committed 

to documenting, promoting and helping to get the Trail legislated and off the ground,” said Ellen 

von Karajan, Executive Director of W3R-US. “This is a wonderful opportunity to honor his 

work, thank him and continue his legacy, if you are so inclined.”  

To learn more about Colonel Johnson, please visit: 

https://www.thayerleadership.com/people/faculty/colonel-james-johnson-phd   

To learn more about the Johnson Fund and to donate, please visit: 

www.hudsonrivervalley.org/johnsonstudentfund 

Kehoe named to state commission on 250th: Constance Kehoe, President of Revolutionary 

Westchester 250 (RW250) has been appointed to the New York State 250th Commemoration 

Commission. The commission will develop a plan to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the 

American Revolution and establish the 250th Commemoration Commission Fund. The fund’s 

creation is essential for the state to be eligible to receive funds from the federal 

Semiquincentennial Commission, created in 2016, and the America250 Foundation, the official 

nonprofit partner and operational arm of the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission. State Senate 

Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins appointed Connie to the commission, which will be 

officially formed when all appointments are completed. 

Lois and James Johnson. Courtesy 

of Hudson River Valley Institute 

https://www.thayerleadership.com/people/faculty/colonel-james-johnson-phd
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.org/johnsonstudentfund
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Rhode Island: Grants, New Siege Sign, Cleanup of Fort 

Two Cincinnati grants: The Battle of Rhode 

Island Association (BoRIA) has received 

grants from two chapters of the Society of the 

Cincinnati, the nation’s oldest patriotic 

organization. 

The Massachusetts Chapter donated $11,000 

for the development and maintenance of our 

new Web site, www.battleofrhodeisland.org. 

The chapter provided $7,000 last year to 

begin development of the site, which provides 

an exchange of information about Rhode 

Island’s Revolutionary War events, many no 

longer nor widely known, from the earliest 

protests against the Royal Navy through the 

attack on the HMS Gaspee, British 

occupation, Siege of Newport, 1778 Battle, 

arrival of the French allies and the march from Rhode Island to Yorktown. In addition, the Web 

site will announce events held by the Association, Butts Hill Fort Restoration Committee and 

more than 30 partner organizations.   

The $15,000 grant from the Rhode Island Chapter will be allocated to begin implementation of 

the master plan for restoration and maintenance of Butts Hill Fort in Portsmouth. These 

earthworks were begun in 1776 and are the largest Revolutionary War earthworks still standing 

in southern New England. Butts Hill Fort played many roles, including headquarters for General 

John Sullivan during the Rhode Island Campaign in 1778, and was occupied by allied French 

troops under General Rochambeau in 1780-81. It is on the National Register of Historic Places 

and the Washington-Rochambeau National Historic Trail. 

The mission of the Society of the Cincinnati, founded in 1783 by officers of the Continental 

Army who served in the American Revolution, is to promote knowledge and appreciation of the 

achievement of American independence and to foster fellowship among its members. 

The BoRIA also received a grant for $5,000 from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, a 

private, nationwide nonprofit organization that provides leadership, education, training and 

advocacy to save America’s diverse historic places and revitalize communities. The Trust 

awarded the Association $10,000 last year. 

Participating in the check presentation are, from 

left, retired U.S. Air Force Col. Paul Murphy 

(BoRIA), Brian Owens, Tyler Field, Earl 

McMillen and Walter Reed, President of the 

Rhode Island Chapter. Photo courtesy of BoRIA 

http://www.battleofrhodeisland.org/
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Newport siege sign unveiled: The Middletown 

Historical Society has unveiled a new signboard focused 

on the Siege of Newport, an attempt to oust the British 

forces occupying Aquidneck Island in 1778. Located on 

the lawn of the Witherbee School, at the corner of Green 

End Avenue and Valley Road, the sign was funded by 

donations from the Rhode Island Society of the Sons of 

the Revolution. It is dedicated to the memory of the late 

Kenneth Walsh, Ph.D.  

The source material for the sign was the work of the late 

Dr. Walsh, who was the driving force and lead 

investigator on the 2015 report to the National Park 

Service’s American Battlefield Protection Program, Siege of British Forces in Newport County 

by Colonial and French in August 1778. The report was produced by the Historical Society 

Research Team, which also included staff, students, and alumni from Salve Regina University. 

The report’s editor, Christina Alvernas, used this work to develop the sign.   

The siege took place in Middletown and included 10,000 Americans, including some of George 

Washington’s top officers and aides, and the Toulon Fleet lent by King Louis XVI of France. In 

the summer of 1778, with the help of America’s new ally, France, a plan was made for the first 

joint military campaign of the American Revolution. The hope was that a victory with this 

powerful ally could win the war right in Rhode Island. When a severe storm tore through the 

area, the badly damaged French fleet had to abandon the operation.  

Faced with going it alone, American forces under the command of Major General John Sullivan 

continued on, in hopes the French would return in time to finish the job. The Americans built 

trench works and batteries on Honeyman Hill and bombarded the British outer line of defense on 

Bliss Hill. The British, with two established lines of batteries and redoubts fortifying Newport, 

returned fire. Cannonballs flew for more than a week. The siege ended when Sullivan received 

news of impending British reinforcements and abandoned the position rather than be trapped on 

the island. The American withdrawal up the island ultimately led to the Battle of Rhode Island in 

Portsmouth in August 1778.   

The Witherbee School is a historic one-room schoolhouse operated by the Middletown Historical 

Society. It is open to the public on select weekends and features new displays on the 

Revolutionary War, including cannonballs fired during the siege. The new sign enables visitors 

to read the story of the siege while standing in the valley between the American and British 

positions. For more information, please visit: www.MiddletownHistoricalSociety.org  

 

 

The new sign at the Witherbee 

School. Courtesy of Middletown 

Historical Society 

http://www.middletownhistoricalsociety.org/
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Fall cleanup at fort: A group of 20 volunteers descended 

on Butts Hill Fort Oct. 29 for their fourth cleanup. As one 

crew worked on clearing all the deadfall wood and debris 

from the north side ditch, the other worked on the east side 

clearing invasive vegetation. Chris Zeeman, a perennial 

volunteer from Fort Adams Trust, took care of the inside 

bowl, knocking down everything with his mower. 

Representatives of the Daughters of the American 

Revolution, Bristol Chapter, worked on the north and east 

and trimmed back 

the eastern walking path. 

Also on hand early that morning was Whip Seaman from 

the Rhode Island Society of Colonial Wars, who presented 

the BoRIA with a check for $2,000.  

Accepting the check was BoRIA Director Burt Quist, who 

said, “We’ve made great strides this year with the debut of 

our Web site and the ongoing development of our master 

plan for the site. We’re really excited to see what 2023 is 

going to bring.”  

Lecture on maritime activity: Dr. Kathy Abbass of the Rhode Island Marine Archaeology 

Project (RIMAP) spoke Oct. 19 about Naval Activities in Rhode Island during the Revolutionary 

War to a capacity crowd of enthusiasts and scholars at the Rogers Free Library in Bristol and 

many people watching via a Zoom link. The lecture was sponsored by the Bristol Historical and 

Preservation Society and the BoRIA. Members of the audience included the Rhode Island 

Historian Laureate, Dr. Patrick Conley, whose Heritage Harbor Foundation has been a supporter 

of the BoRIA, Dr. John Concannon of the Gaspee Days organization and several members of the 

RIMAP.  

Dr Abbass highlighted the large number of maritime incidents in Narragansett Bay leading up to 

the war for independence and during the British occupation, notably during the 1778 Rhode 

Island Campaign. She emphasized that, for a complete understanding of the Battle of Rhode 

Island, the maritime actions must be included in the narrative. 

More than 200 vessels are known to have been lost in Rhode Island waters during the 

Revolutionary War. These include Royal Navy ships run ashore around Aquidneck Island and 

burned to avoid capture, British-owned transports, victualers scuttled in Newport harbor to 

prevent the threatening French fleet from entering the harbor, and Colonial craft destroyed by 

British and German auxiliaries during raids in Warren, RI.  

BoRIA Director Joe Studlick works 

on the north side of Butts Hill Fort. 

Photo by J. Stearns 

Whip Seaman, left, presents check 

to BoRIA Director Burt Quist. 

Photo by D. Swanson 
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New Board members, partners: Dereke Mays and Nick Hardisty have become Directors of the 

Board of the BoRIA. Dereke will represent the Newport Chapter of the National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People and Nick will represent Tall Ships America. Retired Navy 

Capt. Dr. Murray Norcross has joined the Board as an adviser on grants.  

New partners, bringing the total to 32, include Tall Ships America, NAACP-Newport, Rhode 

Tour, Pawtuxet Rangers and the Charlestown Land Trust. Partners help spread the word about 

the BoRIA and Rhode Island’s role in the Revolutionary War. 

–Jim Stearns, Adviser/Public Relations, BoRIA 

 

Virginia: An Evening with Lafayette 

An Evening with Lafayette 

at the Ruins, co-hosted by 

the Rosewell Foundation 

and the Gloucester Museum 

of History, attracted a 

capacity crowd of 150 

guests Oct. 22 to celebrate 

the 1824-25 “Guest of the 

Nation” visit of the 

Marquis de Lafayette to the 

country whose 

independence he had 

helped secure more than 40 

years earlier. 

The evening at the ruins 

of the Rosewell mansion 

featured internationally 

acclaimed interpreter 

Mark Schneider as Lafayette, colonial musicians, local food and drink and a rousing musket 

salute. Participants in the living history and dining experience were able to learn about 

Lafayette’s passion for freedom, including emancipation of enslaved people and women’s rights. 

W3R-VA was the presenting sponsor. Proceeds will benefit future education programs at 

Rosewell and the museum.  

To see and hear some of the sights and sounds of the evening, please visit: 

https://youtu.be/srFBN1O4V38  

https://susanammons.pixieset.com/aneveningwithlafayetteattheruins/highlights/ 

The Marquis de Lafayette, portrayed by Mark Schneider, receives 

a musket salute at the Rosewell Ruins. Photo by Susan Ammons, 

Gloucester Tourism 

https://youtu.be/srFBN1O4V38
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsusanammons.pixieset.com%2Faneveningwithlafayetteattheruins%2Fhighlights%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crkelly%40gloucesterva.info%7Cc905b6eea5334063e24708dab6a0b6e1%7C64a3b61e55f947efa6b8ee2e44e366d2%7C1%7C0%7C638023098630311094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VjEF%2FFYHYrUtdevtIxIOQIuNW8lUm4oIQTCgQ6vctmQ%3D&reserved=0
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The ruins of Rosewell, one of the 

finest mansions built in the 

colonies, sits on the bank of the 

York River in Gloucester County. 

Begun in 1725, Rosewell was 

home to the Page family for more 

than 100 years. Though slightly 

changed by a later owner and 

ravaged by time and economic 

hardships, Rosewell continued to 

be regarded as a place of grandeur 

and importance. A fire swept the 

mansion in 1916, leaving a 

magnificent shell as testament to 

18th century craftsmanship and 

dreams. Still remaining are the 

four chimneys, the east wall with 

its regal compass head window 

complete with carved keystone, 

the wine cellar and enough of the walls that one may sense the proportion and scale of the 

structure. The fourth and last family to own Rosewell donated the ruins site to the Gloucester 

Historical Society in 1979. Since 

1995, the Rosewell Foundation 

has taken on the mission of 

preserving, studying and 

presenting this historic ruin. 

In closing, we leave you with a 

toast that was given to Lafayette 

on Oct. 24, 1824, by Dr. Robert 

Archer during a civic dinner in 

Norfolk, VA: 

 “Patriotism and Philanthropy – 

when combined in the same individual, he may be justly styled the noblest work of God.”  

– Robert Kelly, Gloucester Museum of History, and Elizabeth Judd, Rosewell Foundation █ 

  

At Rosewell, from left, Lafayette (Mark Schneider), Amy 

Parker, Melissa Sadler, unidentified flutist and drummer, 

Dave Meredith, Sam Meredith, Jeff Lambert, Nicole 

Yancey and Paul Carson. Courtesy of W3R-VA 

The ruins of Rosewell, with the reception tent at right. 

Photo by Susan Ammons, Gloucester Tourism 

 

 


