
Driving	maps	for	the	Route	of	French	forces	in	December	1782	from	their	Campsite	at	the	Old	North	Burying	
Ground	on	Main	Street	in	Providence	to	Boston	Harbor	

MAP	1	

	

The	red	arrows	indicate	the	march	route	from	Old	North	Burying	Ground	on	North	Main	Street	to	Boston	



MAP	2:	

Providence/Pawtucket	

	

	



Map	3:	

Road	to	First	Congregational	Church	

	



Map	4:		

Road	to	First	Congregational	Church	

	



Map	5:		

Road	to	53rd	Camp	at	Wrentham	

	



MAP	6:			

53rd	Camp	since	departure	from	Williamsburg,	VA	at	King	Philip	High	School	in	Wrentham	

	

	



 

53rd	Camp	in	Wrentham,	1-	4	December	1782	

157.	Camp	à	Wrentham,	Le	1er	décembre,	16	miles	du	camp	de	Providence;	undated;	Louis-Alexandre	Berthier	Collection,	
Portfolio	XII,	Packet	39-53;	Manuscripts	Division,	Department	of	Rare	Books	and	Special	Collections,	Princeton	University	
Library.	(detail)		
	
Reproduced	with	permission	of	Princeton	University	Library		

Route	140	

Shear	Street	

Route	1A	(Dedham	Street)	

Route	1A	(South	Street)	

French	Campsite	with	
two	infantry	regiments	



MAP	7:		

From	Wrentham	to	Walpole	

	



Map	8:	

Wrentham	to	Walpole	–	“turn	left	at	prison”	

	



Map	9:	

Through	Walpole		

	

The	"Post	Road"	from	Wrentham	through	Walpole	is	today’s	West	Street.	



MAP10:		

From	Walpole	to	54th	Camp	since	departure	from	Williamsburg,	VA	in	Dedham	

	



MAP	11:	

On	the	road	to	the	54th	Camp	since	departure	from	Williamsburg,	VA	in	Dedham	

	



MAP	12:	

54th	Camp	since	departure	from	Williamsburg,	VA	in	Dedham	

	

Campsite	



	

54th	Camp	in	Dedham,	2-5	December	1782	

Description:	"Camp	à	Dedam,	Le	2	décembre,	16	miles	de	Wrentham."	The	road	from	Wrentham	coming	in	at	the	lower	left	of	
the	map	crosses	a	small	stream	(Lowder	Brook)	before	joining	another	road,	which	in	turn	leads	to	the	"Meeting	House"	
(Congregational	Church)	on	Dedham	Common.	The	river	at	the	top	of	the	map	is	the	Charles.		
	
Reproduced	with	permission	of	Princeton	University	Library		
	
The	camp	was	southeast	of	present	St.	Paul's	Church	on	ground	lying	between	present	Court,	School,	Washington,	
Worthington,	and	Richards	Streets.	For	further	identification	of	the	houses,	see	Albert	A.	Folsom,	"Camp	of	the	French	
Army,	Dedham,	1782,"	The	Dedham	Historical	Register,	XII,	No.	1	(Jan.	1901),	8-10.	

First	Church	in	Dedham	

High	Street	

Highland	Street.	You	will	come	
in	on	that	street.	

Court	Street	



Map	13:	

	

The	eighteenth-century	bridge	across	Mother	Brook	no	longer	exists;	Lower	East	Street	ends	at	the	bank.	



MAP	14:	Into	Boston	

	

At	the	intersection	of	Center	and	Roxbury	Streets	the	Post	Road	coming	out	of	Boston	splits	into	a	northern	route	to	
Springfield	and	a	southern	route	to	Providence.	Washington	Street	is	a	one-way	street	as	it	enters	Malcolm	X	Blvd.	French	
forces	took	Washington	Street	directly	to	State	Street	and	Long	Wharf	in	Boston	Harbor	where	the	French	fleet	was	moored.	
Boston	is	a	maze	of	one-way	streets	and	you	may	want	to	check	a	recent	street	map	before	driving	past	Boylston	Street.	
	


